Genetic polymorphism of serum complement components in the chimpanzee.
Significant polymorphism of serum complement components Bf, C2, C3, C6, and C8 in the chimpanzee has been demonstrated. The data are consistent with the hypothesis that C2 and Bf are closely linked to ChLA and argue against close linkage of ChLA to C3 or to C8, as in man. In addition, a blank allele for C6 and C6 deficiency was detected in several chimps.